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hew, C. W. Maxwell, who Jiad and left them to die. Nevertheless strong enough to light the whole 
arrunged to meet uie there, but we decided to try it, not taking room, and only b.v setting paper 
»>ad not yet come. much stock in the traditions. «>n Hre could we see it all at once. 

The nemo,, who explores caves Thi. cavern wm quite different We hid our first sight of the praci- 
mustface iGveral-imaginffry d»n- from the one wo had explored • pi.ee that stopped us. It formed 
Z ? n l ? a iTU? oZ ^ days before. Thia had no one wall of this room. 1M crest 

The’people of that vicinity are as *»ter in it, and instead of derceod- was not 

much afraid of caves as if they ing b.v an easy grade, it went sheer 'i». Toe worn was of irregular 
were the iiatea of hades-vet thev d " wn ,ike » vast well, into mid- form with lU gal .arias and alwajn 
cannot tell you what’ they are night blackness of the unknown leading off. It contained no ele- 
afraidof. The chwrf dangers er«>Pt«*» below. However, the *U oaent of beauty; everything was 
three thev are real and should turnout that the descent was per- gloomy and dim. 
h Q . nnn pdwt air*i.wt. pendiculnr must be somewhat quali Down to this point the descent 
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can be proved without actual dis j 
covery, that a subterranean cavern 
of vest proportions exists under 
the headwaters of Elk river near 
the oomtnon corner of Pocahontas, 

Randolph and Wclwtcr counties. 

I recently Bpent a week in that 
region searching for an opening 
Into the cavern, and although not 
successful, yet I saw enough to 
convince me that the cave is there 
end that some one more fortunate 
than myself will some time discov¬ 
er an opening leading to it. If it 
is ever explored, it will probably 
be found to sur|iass the Mammoth 
Gave of Kentucky. My attention 
was called to the subject by George 
W. Print/, who had observed that 
over an area of about twenty 
square miles there are no streams 
of weter which do not disappear in 
sink-holes, and that all these sink¬ 
holes appear to lead in the direc- 

S k river, which also sinks. 

int in Pocahontas county 

Jk,_thirty miles above 

crevice in the 
side into which the en¬ 
tire river flows except in time of 
a freshet. But it is impossible to 
find a passage into the subterra¬ 
nean channel of the river at that 
place. I followed down the dry 
channel of the river six miles, in 
Randolph county, and saw the 
river hurst out of the mountain. 

Its course underground was thro' 
the Greenbrier limestone; and any 
one acquainted with the effect of 
running water on limestone -will, ^ . q 1Q() 
not doubt that vast caverns exist 
beneath the ground. A stream 
one-fiftieth as large as Elk river 
has cut caverns thousands of feet 
in extent. 

A citizen of that county, whose 

word I hm.e no rewon to donbt, „ Bter „ „■ lbr0Uilh the 

|»ld m. that two y»r. the llerio9 . Except (or the 

bottom dropped out of the nver the Wlls not ptrlil:u . 

(ormiati an open o« large enough My djswwab i 6 . 

to. admit a am ca m, an a constantly expected to seo the black. By measurment it wa9 

^ *1 ji°* nve ^ P un * e ,n 1 pgasage open into the vast caverns 192 feet long, 132 wide, with the 
and disappeared in a cavern, e tbrou g b w hj cb we believed Elk central ceiling of solid sandstone 

extent o w ic cou * riv^r flowed beneath the mountain, about 30 feet high. The floor was 

only from the flick that no bottom ^ ^ ^ Wfi pushed 0D for the mo8t (Mir t with 

was viai e. is opening w f ar t b er than we would have been sandstone blocks which had fallen 

DU * V * 0 on ® w ien ® m justified in doing for mei-e curiosi- from above. Part of the floor 

*j° w , i S |!i * j ty to explore the small cavern we was of limestone, about the only 

flood filled it with bowlders ana .. 

, , . , .. were in. . limestone we saw. 

the river flowed over it. _ # , ... 

Inasmuch as all the sink-holes w « found sevpral ro(,m9 w,th 
in the vicinity aeemod to lead to <»>•>"«« ^ or morP feet h, * b ’ 
the underground passage, there and there were occasional stalacti 
seemed a possibility of reaching tee; but nothing of much impor- 
tbe cave by descending one of Unce was seen. We were not able 
them. The largest in the vicinity to penetrate beyond 1,800 feet, 
of the river was selected. A tor- “»d probably 400 feet below the steep slope about seventy feet, 
bn lent stream, flowing probably a point of entrance. In time of when my brother, who was in the 
barrtl of water a- minute, comes drought one might go further; Ijut lemJ, remarked that his lantern 
down the mountain, and within a wp found the passages so small threw no light ahead, that every- 
qnarter of a mile the river pours «“>d the water so deep that we thing looked black, Suspecting 
into a hole and ia seen no more, could not keep our large stable that he was about to step.into 
The opening is nearly a circular Sterns above water, although we water, I told him to throw a rock 
one, in limestone, and is eighty still had plenty of breathing space, ahead. He did s<| but instead of 
feet in diameter. After descend- Beyond us we could hear the wat- splashing in water, nothing was 
ing fifty feet the bottom is filled er flawing into a chasm, but*we heard for several seconds, when 
with bowlders and rubbish, but a could not reach ite brink in order the fall resounded far below. In- 
paaaage leads under the mountain, to see what lay below. We re- stead of a pond of water, he was 
nearly Urge enough to walk erect, turned, having been in the cave standing on the very brink of a 
It descends at a grade of nearly hours, and being satisfied £t so deep that the lantern could 

twenty degrees. Never bat cnce that we had almost found the ob- not throw light to the bottom, and 

in thabiaory of the country, as the j«ct for which we were searching, did not reflect from the sides. 

citizens told me, had so much However, wo were not to be The rocks on which we were stand 
water come down thal mountain baffled by one failure. That af- >ng were loose and inclined to 
stream- that the silk-hole could ternoon we separated, each taking slide over the brink. We lost no 
not carry it off. That time it was a different direction, and we ex- time in retracing our way to the 
a waterspout, and the . pit into plored the whole region, and talk- large room, 
which the water poured, over- ed with the people about caves, of Along the floor of the room on 
flowed, and the' surplus water which there are dozens, and on the the extreme western side is a fis- 
reached the river, driving bowl- third day we met by appointment sure in the limestone, from one to 
ders before it that would weigh at Mingo, within three milee of four feet wide and forty or fifty 
; tons. ' • 4 the head spring of the Tygart riv- long. We prepared our ropes 

I went into the pit a few rod* «#, and about five miles east of the far descenning into this, believing 
fltyt saw the way was open; but cave which we had examined. The that it would lead us below. But 
having no lantern, I did not ven- most promising opening into the when we bad tied a rope to a lan- 
ture fat-. That afternoon I pro- supposed Elk river cavern was tern and had let it down, and 


1t0?4L 


iiiejr »re, imiuuk 1 •«!“ a 

chasms and precipices bcncalb into It w4s perjiendicular in places, 
which one may fall, and the danger and very steep in others, with 
of becoming wedged in nar ow chasms "mocking the sight with 
passages and drowning. There ia unspeakable depths.” But taken 
no danger of firedamp in any of as a wl ole. it is not very large, it 
caves in that region, for a cur rout ita dimensions are expressed in 
of air blows out of all of them. feet. There are probably a hun- 
The next afternoon my brother drpd <*'«• •" West Virginia into 
and nephew came, and the follow- which a person can penetrate 

ing morning we went down into fartbp n blrt 1 know of none *“ 
the sink-hole. We provided lan- whicb more danger exists and 
terns, extra oil in a bottle, in case where there is more of the liorn- 
we should exhaust what was in the «• to be seen and felt. I once 
lanterns; ropes for descending descended 600 feet into the crater 
precipices, a measuring line to of an extinct volcano, and consid- 
take the distance, and chalk to ered risky, but it was not 

mark the passage to guide us upon a, iual to this cavern in real or ap- 
our return. Wo found that the I»®rent danger, or in difficulty, 
rock which had closed the farm- With our ropes, lanterns, an ax 
er’s advance was only 200 feet and chalk, we started. The open- 
down, instead of 300 yards as he ing against the side of a hill was 
had said. Large quantities of about four feet square. 1 wenty 
drift timber, logs thirty of forty feet down there was a shelf, and 
feet long, were found in the cavern we cut a pole and resting the low- 
having been carried in by floods, er end on the shelf, one went 
They were sometimes wedged in down, while the others cut another 
the galleries twenty feet above the pole of equal length and let it 
floor. Sometimes wo descendod down with ropes, and its lower 
nearlv nernendiculavlv: amiin the end was rested on another shelf 

twenty feet lower, 
climbed down thede poles and 
reached a place whefe we had good 
footing. 


The only baking powder 


4,085 Applicants took the I ^ W0MA 
Examinations. 1 

, , I Th« ActrM* Spo 

That there is a general interest tooths* th. 

in the cause of education through- There is ■ pretij 

out the several counties of We9t aiM * • new leudl *ut 
..... , . , play the part of hi 

Virginia, such as never before ex- 0rBary plny .. Murj 

isted is shown by the recent uni-! Tbs new icntliiu 

form examination which was held 10 ““‘“me P»J 
... ., 'sovorelgD, was a l 

this moil, I. ann gluian nrtlliir i 


depth, almost a perpendicular 

depth, of 660 feet. Tlio last ninety- 

feet was sheer down through an 

opening no larger than a well, and 

in places not eighteen inches across 

It wa9 like going down a chimney.I 

It become so smill we could go no 

further; and we had not found 

what we were looking for. We 

had consumed three hours in hard 

labor in descending that 680 f et 

and it took us an hour to climb to 

the surface of the grpund. Those 

who enjoy underground scenery 

Wo .lion W ‘H b® repaid by going down to 
poor, n horizontal, but u.o ™oo« too, ,„won Wo then ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

oould walk erect, and ..did not M. Tho d^or h. re Z? Tjl 

have to wade much water until we ed of loosened rocks falling upon * But, those who want 

had gone down 1,000 feet. There those who bret went down. J fato may do so , lind they 

the passage grew narrow and crook- The next 120 feet was not per- wm fiod ^ op#nlng by going to 

ed and sometiqies we had trouble pendicular, and we climbed down, fche exlremo Qorth en(1 of the Kftl . 

in keeping our lanterns above holding to the angular rocks. The , ery ^ into ^ lower large 

descent was comparatively easy ^ and there enter a cleft in 
and safe. There we emerged into ^ ^ not hard to find . 

a room which would have been The ^ of {ho wfty ta slraight 
grand, bad it not been so grim and down; ^ if one of those looae 

bowlders slip half a foot it will 
close the passage forever. It is 
well for those who go down to 
bear this in mind, as it adds ma¬ 
terially to one’s peculiar sensations 
as he squeezes his body through 
the narrow throats of the plutonic 
drfmney. 

HU. MAXWELL. 

After looking about this room __ 

until we were satisfied, we began 

searching for a way to descend H# 0b , yad 0rdar «. - 

into the next depth. Broken old world domestics make the best 
rocks nearly closed the passage, possible servants bec*n»o they work 
. . , , - like machines, never forgetting an or- 

but we preceded aown a very dolmr exactly as they are told. 


’ Work on the rcjiairs of Mr. 
Lockridges’ brick residence build¬ 
ing lias been greatly delayed on 
account of plastering material. 
Mr. and Mrs. G. C. Poling will 
occupy it when completed. 

The fish in the streams for sev¬ 
enteen miles around this place 
heaved a great sigh of relief when 
the carriage which bore their arch 
enemy, E. D. Koontz the indfatig- 
able “Nimrod,” was seen to go 
round the bend, carrying him far 
away from their haunts. Hun¬ 
dreds of their companions had 
already met death at his hooks 
and spears. 

Howard C. Gabbcrt, who has 
lieen the efficient and accommoda¬ 
ting clerk in W. H. Barlow's 
store the past sixteen months, left 
Friday evening for Cleveland, 
Ohio, where he has - accepted a 
position in an electrical machine 
shop. Hi* many friends arc sorry 


I I son o....ii^ n * a .Kn This left gcblller's unhappy Mary 

about 4,500 applicants but the g|n|Mjl|)K llle ct . n , er 0 y the.star:* 

numlicr taking the first examine- waiting to be adequately Insulted, lint 
tion tliis year exceeds the record Bllaabeth’a mlud wn« a blank, madam 
t l„. oould aoe that. and. jumping to her 

of last j ear 1>.\ almost 700. i a *t speech, the curtain was brought 

While the school officials arc down. Everybody on tlio stage win 
pleased with the large attendance distressed. But Umtautly tlio beautiful 

"bickthez i. proof of the Zl 

interest taken in school affairs, und gnia . 

they attribute the increased ^atten- "Dear mndam, I am so sorry, but you 
d.,;co to. tap -tent to a. 

number of youths who took the lhogo terrll)le things to you!" 
examination. The following list For a second there was a mixed ex- 
nhnwa the number of applicants in Vtemiiou on Modje.k.'s face, and then 


THE STAGE DRINK, 


CHINESE PRINTING. 


Thj Compositors Aro Staid snd DiQnl- 
fiod and Novor Rush. 

A font of type In the Chinese lan¬ 
guage requires 11,000 spaces, and In 
the large and epnolous rack each word, 
instead of each letter, as In English, 
line a place by Itself. There Is also a 
peculiar grouping or clnsslllcntion of 
symbols Into groups to further facili¬ 
tate tho mental labors of the typeset¬ 
ters. Thus In the Immediate vicinity 
of tho symbol for fish would be found 
the symbols of scales, net. fins, tall, 
gills. This simplifies the Inbor. which 


made Its appearance In the flrst plate¬ 
ful The butler was summoned to re¬ 
move the dish. "It cannot be that the 
mem sahib found no unpkln at the 
bottom," he hnwirded. much distressed 
because of this unexplained dlsap 
provnl, "for 1 myself placed there the 
largest one 1 could Ond." 


In any event must be so strenuous thnt 
It Is evident that the comitosltor’s end 
of -the Chluese newspaper should, if 
perfect Justice ruled, be the highest 
paid. ✓ 

The compositor Is a staid aril digni¬ 
fied individual, snd os lie slowly walks 
from symbol to symbol, picking up 


those which he requl-es with provok¬ 
ing cnlmuer-s. the Mnerlcun compositor 
might well wonder when the work 
would be completed, and to rot up th'- 
type required for a siur.ll four page 
dolly pnj>er the constart labors of 
eight or nine skilled Chlmum-ti are re 
qulred for twelve or thirteen Inure, the 
entire work In every department In-lug 
the antipode* of the rush anil whirl 
and marvelous celerity «f the modgni 
American publication. 


abnormal length of Its iitjs. The tall 
resembles a delicate veil, hud the flu 
are developed to such an extent that I 
Is Impossible forlbe Bsh to make rnplu 
progress In the water. It Is therefore 
solely on account of Its beauty that It 
Is prised aud because In this respect It 
differs widely from other varieties of 
goldfish, auch os the "telescope fish" 
the eyes of 'which bulgJ out of the 
head In most BUstebfly fashion; the 
"celestial eyed fish." which Lh also uii 
tamely because Its eyes are bullet 
shaped and are ever turned skyward, 
and the "egg fish.” which Is so called 
because It* body I* somewhat amor 
plions, but resembles an egg more 
than anything else. 


Astounding f.lttnot 
Horace Verne* la !’•» 1,0 
of visual memory, lie cot 
striking portrait of a ma: 


sftor havtug once looked at hi* model. 
Mozart bad a great musical memory. 
Having heard twice the "Miserere” In 
the Slstlne chapel, be wrote down the 
full score of It.. There are soloists 
who during twenty-four hours can play 
!he compos'lon of other masters*wlth- 
?ut ever skipping a note. 


kempt women standing idly at the 
dears, no ragged and dirty children 
playing In the gutter. There are no 
dirty bouses, with dirty or broken 
windows, meuiled with MtS of P»l*. 
and a ragged apron or a torn bodclou. 
doing duty for a curtaln.-Denmar- 
Letter In London Express. 


Notice. ^ 

All (person^ who have been as¬ 
sessed in this county since January 
1, 1910, who hsye not paid Ibeir 
capitations will please see the V*- 
sesttor or hid assistants, pay the 
tax, «et a receipt and save further 

trouble. . 

. 8. B. Mooxx, AsMseor. 


Thoroughly Broken. 

’Substcr la u perfect haihand." 

■I never heard be was ao wonder 




